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It is Inspiring, funky, hilarious, and weird. It is high-energy, world-changing, tear-jerking, life-al-
ter-ing. It is where students can pray, ask, respond, listen, laugh, cry, wonder, and be who God 
made them to be. It is for Jesus freaks, skeptics, Christians, atheists, doubters, and wanderers. 
Our WKU campus ministry provides space for college students and young adults to connect to a 
community of people who want to share questions, doubts, and inspirations along their faith 
journey. We are a part of the Ukirk network of Presbyterian Church (USA) collegiate ministries. 
What is Ukirk? Literally it means University Church. Come check us out!    
College Ministry is a lot of things:
Sunday Morning Worship Opportunities
9:30 am: Church School   10:30am: Worship  11:30am: Fellowship with Co
ffee & snacks.
We are located at the corner of 10th & State Street in Downtown Bowling
 green.
The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green   1003 State Street  
Weekly worship: Wednesdays 8:15pm in the Sanctuary
Theology Pub: Thursdays 7pm at Mellow Mushroom
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BY DUSTIN SKIPWORTH
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The Student Government Associa-
tion failed to pass part of an amend-
ment on Tuesday that would have 
lowered its GPA requirement from 2.5 
to 2.0.
“I knew it was going to be a hard 
sell,” President Jay Todd Richey said 
after the vote was held.
Richey removed the GPA section of 
the amendment after some debate 
among senators made him question 
whether or not it would pass.
WKU requires a 2.0 GPA to remain in 
good standing. Some student groups 
— academic groups like the Honors 
College and community groups like 
Greek organizations — require mem-
bers to have better grades to remain a 
part of the group.
SGA does not promote itself as a 
group focused on academic achieve-
ment for its members. The SGA’s Web 
page states, “The Student Govern-
ment Association of Western Kentucky 
University is the premier organization 
founded to both represent and advo-
cate for the entire WKU student body.”
Freshman Anthony Graham believes 
basing senatorial membership off 
GPA is unfair to those who don’t have 
the best academic records.
“You could have a wonderful thinker 
that isn’t getting that opportunity,” 
Graham said. “It alienates the student 
body.”
Some of the members of SGA sym-
pathize with this position.
“If a 2.0 is good enough for the uni-
versity, then it’s good enough for me,” 
Cole McDowell, secretary of the stu-
dent senate, said after the meeting on 
Tuesday.
Some students believe there is a ben-
efit to keeping the required 2.5 GPA.
“I think they should be held to a 
pretty good standard,” sophomore 
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
After an inspection by the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
Aramark has withdrawn an application 
for a liquor license which would allow 
Topper Grill and Pub to sell alcohol.
According to Steve Hoyng, resident 
district manager at Aramark, in order 
to procure a liquor license, an estab-
lishment must be able to sell a certain 
percentage of food to a certain per-
centage of alcohol. Because both the 
pub and Garrett Food Court share a 
kitchen, the ABC was concerned that 
the required ratio of food to alcohol 
sales would not be met.
“We found out on Wednesday night 
that the lawyer stated our application 
for the liquor license would be de-
nied,” Hoyng said.
Aramark was also informed that if 
their liquor license application was 
rejected, then any future attempts to 
attain such a license would be jeop-
ardized. To avoid this scenario, they 
decided to withdraw the application 
before it could officially be denied.
“If we did not pull our application, 
then any future endeavor at WKU deal-
ing with any kind of alcohol would be 
put in a negative light,” Hoyng said.
The Topper Grill and Pub will now 
function as an alcohol-free restaurant, 
and WKU students will be unable to 
purchase alcohol anywhere on cam-
pus for the time being.
Student reactions to the news have 
been mixed.
“I feel like they went back on their 
word because they were saying they 
were going to have alcohol and now all 
of a sudden they’re not,” Louisville ju-
nior Kayleigh Profumo said.
Louisville junior Ellie Smith ex-
pressed similar disappointment.
“It’s just like another food place,” 
Smith said.
Both Smith and Profumo said they 
did not believe they would trek up the 
hill to eat at the pub since it will no lon-
ger be serving alcohol.
Elizabethtown sophomore Isaac 
Vanmeter disagreed.





Topper Grill and Pub is the latest addition to WKU's dining options on campus. The 
restaurant is located on the fi rst fl oor of the Garrett Conference Center kitty-corner to 
Panda Express. It will serve pub-style food such as burgers and pizza but will not serve 
alcohol. The fl oor is made of recycled fl ooring from the bowling alley formerly located 
on the third fl oor of Downing Student Union. LEX SELIG/HERALD
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states have formulas that apply to
4-year instution funding
KY1 
State planning to implement 
degree considertation for 100% 
of its higher-education
funding formula
states have funding allocation formulas 
that partially include STEM or degree consideration
BY JACOB DICK
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Kentucky will join the ranks of 31 
states with existing formulas to allo-
cate university funding based on in-
stitutional performance, if Gov. Matt 
Bevin’s proposed budget is passed in 
its current form.
Changing state allocations to per-
formance-based models has been a 
trend for state legislatures across the 
country in the past decade but with 
varying results.
The models that each state decided 
to adopt have core similarities, but 
each is different.
Under Bevin’s vision, one-third of all 
allocations will be performance based 
by fiscal year 2018. The amount of 
money in the performance pool will 
increase every year until all funds will 
be allocated based on performance 
criteria in fiscal year 2020.
While state universities are still 
scrambling to manage immediate 
budget cuts of 4.5 percent this fiscal 
year, there is also a race to define how 
performance-based funding will look 
in the Bluegrass state.
Kentucky’s Council on Postsecondary 
Education will be busy reviewing the 
existing funding models of other states 
so it can prepare options for universi-
ties and lawmakers to consider.
Bill Payne, associate vice president for 
Budget and Finance at the CPE, declined 
to comment at the time of publication 
but did confirm that several models from 
neighboring states were being reviewed.
Kentucky universities await eff ects of Bevin’s budget
If we did not pull our 
application, then any 
future endeavor at 
WKU dealing with 
any kind of alcohol 
would be put in a 
negative light.”
Steve Hoyng
SEE TOPPER GRILL PAGE A2
SEE OUTCOMES PAGE A2
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Michael Wetzel said. “I wouldn’t want 
anyone in the senate who wasn’t an ex-
cellent student.”
“It’s college and it’s hard, but if you 
work towards it, then it’s possible,” 
freshman Mary Mercurio said, speak-
ing about extracurricular activities on 
campus.
Students who feel the GPA should stay 
the same often stated that a 2.5 GPA isn’t 
out of reach for most students.
“It’s something that’s achievable,” 
freshman Megan Kernan said.
If senators’ GPAs fall below the 2.5 
mark, they can no longer represent the 
student body from which they were 
elected. Richey calls the process of losing 
senators in this fashion undemocratic.
“There are a number of factors that 
could influence a student’s GPA,” Richey 
said. “Those factors include circum-
stances beyond a student’s control.”
Right now the GPA requirement for 
SGA remains 2.5, but Richey said he 
would like to bring the issue up again 
when he feels it could pass.
“What’s good enough for WKU 
should be good enough for SGA,” he 
said.
“You’ve got DSU that’s got all the good 
places to eat and then you’ve got Gar-
rett which is okay, but they don’t have 
the variety DSU does,” Vanmeter said. 
“So if there was a place up there close to 
my classes, then I’d probably go up there 
and eat even if they didn’t serve alcohol.”
According to Hoyng, the ABC would only 
approve the application for the license if 
the pub had its own kitchen separate from 
the one used by Garrett Food Court.
There are currently no plans to add a 
separate kitchen to the pub. However, 
according to Hoyng, future campus 
construction plans include the renova-
tion of the entire Garrett Conference 
Center which could mean changes 
may one day be made to enable a fu-
ture application for a liquor license to 
be approved.
Topper Grill and Pub is still set to 
open in a few weeks once the construc-
tion has been completed and a license 






Honors College advisor resigns post
BY HANNAH SHAFFER
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Wolfgang Brauner, academic 
advisor for the Honors Col-
lege, announced on Wednes-
day, Feb. 3 that he has decided 
to step down as an advisor.
Brauner shared the news 
with friends and co-workers 
through a post on Facebook 
Wednesday afternoon.
“It is with mixed emotions 
that I share that I’ve decided 
to move on from my posi-
tion as academic advisor at 
the Honors College,” Brauner 
wrote. “I have loved work-
ing with our students and my 
great colleagues! I’m going to 
take a short time off to spend 
more time with Elijah and I’m 
excited about exploring new 
professional opportunities 
very soon!”
Craig Cobane, the executive 
director of the Honors Col-
lege, said that he understands 
Brauner’s decision to resign 
and explore other opportu-
nities due to the number of 
hours required for the job and 
the level of stress that it con-
veys.
“He will be missed,” Cobane 
said. “He was very popular 
with the students. He is a DJ 
who has played many Honors 
College events at my house. 
I believe his name was DJ 
Wolfie.”
WKU is in the process of fin-
ishing up the required paper-
work in order to post the job va-
cancy online. Until this process 
is complete, Cobane is unable 
to search for a replacement.
“We are hoping to find 
someone who has [Brauner’s] 
personality,” Cobane said. 
“We want to fill the position as 
quickly as possible.”
Elizabeth Gish, assistant 
professor of Honors Interdis-
ciplinary Studies, agreed that 
it would be important to find 
a new advisor with a similar 
personality.
“The hardest part is the con-
nection with the students,” 
Gish said.
In the mean time professors 
within the Honors College will 
be conducting the advising 
appointments.
Gish said the students 
should not notice much of a 
difference in the upcoming 
weeks.
“Everyone jumps in and 
picks up the slack,” Gish said. 
“Everyone is going to make 
sure that [advising] is covered.”
Cobane said each profes-
sor in the Honors College is 
responsible for three areas of 
work. Each professor is ex-
pected to teach, to do research 
and to service the honors col-
lege. This service is taken care 
of by the advising appoint-
ments that the staff picks up 
as needed.
Cobane wanted to ensure 
students of one thing; stu-
dents don’t have to worry 
about the quality of advising 
going down.
Brauner was unavailable for 
comment at the time of pro-
duction.
Wolfgang Brauner, the former Honor's College Academic Advisor, is also a German native, vegetarian, 
former Political Science professor, and a self-proclaimed DJ.  PHOTO COURTESY OF WKU HONORS COLLEGE
Bevin’s plans for 100 percent fund-
ing by performance and his emphasis 
on workforce-related education has 
drawn comparisons to Tennessee’s 
and Ohio’s current models.
Tennessee’s funding model uses per-
formance metrics to determine how 
all of the state’s higher education funds 
will be disbursed, making it similar in 
that aspect to Bevin’s proposal. But 
there are key differences.
Debra Sells, vice president for Stu-
dent Affairs and vice provost for Enroll-
ment and Academic Services at Middle 
Tennessee State University, explained 
how the Tennessee funding model af-
fects her school.
“We don’t receive money for outdo-
ing other schools,” Sells said. “We look 
at our own performance numbers in 
a year compared over many years to 
judge our school’s improvement.”
Although Tennessee does use a per-
formance model for its allocations, the 
state also sets aside money from the 
budget to cover operating costs before 
dividing the rest of the funds. Sells said 
this approach was essential to making 
the formula work correctly.
“You can’t reduce your costs to noth-
ing, and there are bills to pay in order 
to keep the school running,” Sells said. 
“If the governor didn’t add more mon-
ey to close gaps in the budget, all of the 
schools would be fighting with each 
other over one pot of money.”
Comments made by Bevin during 
his speech imply that his budget plans 
wouldn’t have this same consideration.
“There is not going to be money just 
for the sake of existence,” Bevin said 
during his budget address.
According to a document released 
from the Kentucky CPE, the CPE has 
agreed upon metrics similar to those 
used Tennessee, such as progression 
rates, graduation rates, amount of de-
grees and credentials produced and 
retention. There are also some critical 
differences.
Sector specific metrics, such as sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) degrees, workforce edu-
cation and transfers with associate de-
grees are agreed upon metrics by the 
council. Tennessee does allocate per-
formance money to schools based on 
STEM research but not specifically for 
degrees.
Kentucky’s northern neighbor, Ohio, 
has included weighted metrics for 
STEM degrees in its state model, but 
with a few differences. 
Over half of an Ohio institution’s 
funding is weighted by its degree com-
pletion, followed by 30 percent from 
course completion and 20 percent for 
doctoral and medical degrees. The 
STEM metrics play a lesser role, ac-
cording to Ohio’s postsecondary coun-
cil website. All of these performance 
marks are compared to the institution’s 
numbers over three years, instead of 
on a yearly basis. 
Like in Tennessee, Ohio universities 
do not compete against each other for 
performance-based funding.
Bevin’s explanation of his higher edu-
cation plans during his budget address 
paint a different picture of the pressure 
put on skills to participate in STEM 
and workforce programs. 
“The net result of putting public tax 
dollars into education is to ensure 
that we are graduating people that 
can go in the workforce and get out of 
their parents’ basement, among other 
things," Bevin said during his budget 
address. “If we're going to subsidize 
them with taxpayer money, we're go-
ing to focus on the outcomes.”
There has been a lot of activity and 
discussion among the administration 
at WKU over the changes the univer-
sity will face under a performance 
model, but without any solid answers 
on how Kentucky’s version will be ad-
ministered, universities are left wait-
ing.
“Our ability to operate under a fund-
ing model where all of the state fund-
ing is performance based depends on 
the final performance metrics and the 
goal setting,” Ann Mead, senior vice 
president for Finance and Adminis-
tration, said in an email Friday after-
noon.
Until the budget is approved by the 
Kentucky legislature and the metrics 
for the model are decided, university 
administration will have to continue 




Th e net result of putting public tax dollars into 
education is to ensure that we are graduating 
people that can go in the workforce and get out 
of their parents’ basement, among other things.”
Governor Matt Bevin
FEBRUARY 9, 2016WKUHERALD.COM
Gatton students win prestigious honor
BY CARLY MATHEWS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Two Gatton Academy students are 
the first in Kentucky to have been 
awarded the Emperor Science Award.
The award is given to students inter-
ested in careers in the scientific and 
medical fields, specifically in cancer 
research, to be mentored by an active 
researcher. Haley Dicken and Maken-
zie Daniels are the only Kentucky resi-
dents to receive the award.
Haley Dicken is a 16 year old first-year 
Gatton student from Russell Springs. 
Dicken will be learning from Dr. Nata-
sha Kypriano, a urologic researcher at 
the UK’s Medical Center and professor 
at the University of Kentucky’s Markey 
Cancer Center.
Dicken has an interest in the field of 
oncology, specifically pediatric oncol-
ogy, which is why she applied for the 
research internship. Dicken holds pe-
diatric oncology close to her heart, as 
her niece went through cancer herself.
“It’s really hard to see someone you 
love go through that, and it’s a big part 
of why I’m interested,” Dicken said.
Dicken hopes that this opportunity 
will open doors for her in her future 
plans.
“I’m really grateful for this opportu-
nity,” Dicken said. “It will definitely be 
something to help me learn, but I hope 
it can also help me to come back and 
help the communities around me as 
well. Hopefully this will be something 
that my community and others will be 
able to benefit from.”
Makenzie Daniels is the second stu-
dent from the Gatton Academy to 
receive the Emperor Science Award. 
Daniels is from Smiths Grove and is 
also a 16 year old first-year student.
Daniels will be traveling to Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania to work with Dr. 
Shannon Puhalla, the director of the 
Breast Cancer Clinical Research pro-
gram and assistant professor at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine.
Daniels is no stranger to conducting 
research, as she is a student researcher 
in the WKU biology department’s Ge-
nome Discovery and Exploration Pro-
gram.
“The research aspect of the medi-
cal field is something I really enjoy,” 
Daniels said when asked about future 
plans. “I’m used to the hands on ap-
proach, and it’s something I’d like to 
continue in a career.”
Daniels also has a special connection 
to the research program: her grand-
mother was a carrier of the same gene 
of breast cancer that she will be re-
searching.
“For me, this award is more about the 
cancer research than about the award 
itself,” Daniels said. “I’m ecstatic for 
this opportunity.”
Each internship will be 8-12 weeks, 
ending in June. Both girls will be 
meeting with their respective men-
tors over Spring Break to discuss 
their responsibilities and research in 
more detail. 
Gatton Academy juniors Makenzie Daniels (left) of Edmonson County and Haley 
Dicken (right) of Russell County have each been awarded the Emperor Science 
Award with a university-level science mentorship for cancer research. Both students
have had family members aff ected by cancer whose experiences inspired their 
choice to pursue oncology.  LEONORA BENKATO/HERALD




tion projects have been put 
on hold due to Gov. Matt 
Bevin’s upcoming budget 
cuts.
The construction of another 
parking structure, Parking 
Structure 3, and a new build-
ing for the Gordon Ford Col-
lege of Business have been put 
on hold indefinitely.
According to Jennifer Tou-
gas, director of parking and 
transportation, PS3, which 
will hold about 600 parking 
spaces, will be located in the 
back half of Creason lot.
Tougas believes Creason lot 
is the ideal location for an ad-
dition to WKU’s parking.
“It’s got excellent transit ser-
vice. It’s easy for people to lo-
cate, easy for people to get in 
and out of, and we’ve got nine 
buses that go through that 
parking lot,” Tougas said.
The need for a new parking 
structure, a complaint which 
is often voiced by students, is 
not lost on Tougas.
“It really is a question of 
when we’re able to move for-
ward with that project as op-
posed to if we’re able to move 
forward with that project,” 
Tougas said. “At this point 
we have full support of the 
administration; we have the 
support of the council of post-
secondary education to move 
forward with the funding.”
If the final version of Bevin’s 
budget does not include fund-
ing for the parking structure, 
Tougas will continue to seek 
out ways to ensure that the 
structure will one day be built.
“If it isn’t included in this 
budget, then we’ll ask in the 
next opportunity,” Tougas 
said.
Like Tougas, President Gary 
Ransdell refuses to believe 
that Bevin’s budget cuts will 
put an end to the construction 
on campus.
“Sooner or later, it’s going to 
get done,” Ransdell said refer-
ring to plans to build a new 
facility to house Gordon Ford. 
Ransdell views the construc-
tion of the new building as the 
main priority.
According to Jeffrey Katz, 
dean of the college of busi-
ness, a new building will allow 
students in the college to use 
a more modern facility to fur-
ther their learning. 
“Our culture of ‘student-fo-
cused applied business edu-
cation excellence’ will actively 
continue while we await the 
funding and construction of 
our new business building,” 
Katz said in an email.
The construction for the 
new building was projected to 
cost $49 million. The delay in 
construction, however, could 
lead to an increase in the cost 
of the building.
“One of the things that wor-
ries me is that the longer that 
project gets delayed, and as 
the cost of construction goes 
up, $50 million for a building 
won’t buy two or three years 
from now what it would have 
bought two or three years ago, 
or even today,” Ransdell said.
According to Ransdell, con-
struction plans including the 
renovation of Grise Hall, the 
demolition of Tate Page Hall 
and an expansion of South 
Lawn will be affected.
Bevin’s plan for budget cuts, 
including a nine percent cut 
in postsecondary appropria-
tions from the state, has not 
been approved; however, a 
4.5 percent cutback, which 
was passed by executive order, 
means WKU must cut $3.5 
million from its budget by the 
end of June.
Outdoor Leadership Program faces changes this semester
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU’s Outdoor Leadership Program 
will be changing its format for this se-
mester.
Previously, the OLP minor, avail-
able through the Recreation Admin-
istration program, was co-taught by 
Steve Spencer, recreation administra-
tion professor, and Tammie Stenger-
Ramsey, associate professor in recre-
ation administration. 
Spencer said there were several 
changes that took place last semester 
that resulted in more changes for this 
semester. 
“What happened was my co-instruc-
tor got pregnant, and our numbers 
were down,” Spencer said on Friday. 
Spencer said they like to have 12 stu-
dents enrolled in a class, but only sev-
en signed up for the spring semester. 
This semester, instead of having five 
different courses, there will only be 
three. Students who participate in the 
OLP this semester will not partake in 
the capstone course or expedition-
planning course, Spencer said.  
Along with these changes, the course 
fee was eliminated. According to the 
Program Outline for OLP, the course 
fee was formerly $750. 
The Wilderness Education Associa-
tion Outdoor Leader Certification pre-
viously included in the program was 
also eliminated.
“This time, we didn’t charge the 
course fee,” Spencer said. “Students 
won’t be getting their certifications, 
but they will still be getting a lot of ex-
perience.”
Students in the class learn outdoor 
skills such as cooking, camping and 
emergency response. 
Dan Kirk, a student with an OLP mi-
nor, said one of the main points they 
learn in the program is learning to 
leave no trace.
“Treat everything as it should be 
treated,” he said, referencing the core 
ideas behind the OLP. “Treat every-
thing right.”
For Kirk, the most exciting part of 
the program is going out and applying 
what they’ve learned. 
“I’m most excited for the four day 
camping trip at the end of the semes-
ter,” he said. “I like being outside.”
Raymond Poff, professor and coor-
dinator of the recreation administra-
tion undergraduate degree, said the 
changes made to the program were 
temporary. 
“There were some changes made 
this semester because we didn’t have 
enough students sign up,” he said. “As 
far as I know, and I’m the program co-
ordinator, there have been no perma-
nent changes made.”
For students with an OLP minor who 
are close to graduating, Poff said they 
shouldn’t worry about getting all the 
credits that they need. 
“In the event that a student did have
to have a minor in order to gradu-
ate, professors Spencer and Stenger-
Ramsey would offer course substitu-
tions,” he said. “We certainly won’t
hold back a student, because it’s not
their fault.”
Dr. Steve Spencer (right) speaks to students in his Outdoor Leadership class, show-
ing them the diff erent types of tents and why each type of tent is important. The 
WKU Outdoor Leadership Program has been cut this semester due to the lack of 
student interest, but Spencer hopes to have it back next semester. LEX SELIG/HERALD
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
EDITORIAL
THE ISSUE: WKU is fi nally getting a Black 
Cultural Center on campus.
OUR STANCE: We’ve needed this Black 
Cultural Center on campus for years, and 
it’s great that it’s fi nally happening.
The Office of Institutional Di-versity and Inclusion moved into what was previously the 
Sofia-Downing International Center 
on Jan. 29, making it the Black Cul-
tural Center.
This has been a long time coming, 
and it shouldn’t have taken as long 
as it did.
The office used to be housed in 
Potter Hall in facilities that were 
not as accessible to students as they 
would have liked, according to An-
drea Garr-Barnes,  the office's direc-
tor.
The office has been working with 
the African American Student As-
sociation closely and is happy that 
it now has a community space that 
will be open to students, Barnes 
said. Barnes said the Diversity and 
Inclusion office is excited to help 
with collaboration among students, 
faculty and staff.
The fact that the office will have a 
space that can act as a Black Cultur-
al Center as well as be open and ac-
cepting of students as a community 
space is very beneficial.
“This is a wonderful, once in a life-
time opportunity,” Barnes said to a 
Herald reporter. To students and the 
campus community, Barnes said, 
“Come out, come see us, tell us your 
ideas, come share with us, come 
hang out with us, come plan with 
us, come dream with us — let’s be 
many communities under one com-
munity.”
The change, announced in an 
email sent to faculty and staff by 
President Gary Ransdell, surprised 
many after Gov. Matt Bevin's recent 
proposal for significant budget cuts. 
In a meeting with members of the 
Herald’s editorial board last week, 
President Ransdell explained that 
it was the perfect opportunity and 
timing with the building of the new 
Honors College and International 
Center.
“It’s a good set of dynamics and 
opportunities,” Ransdell said.
Previously, the lack of effort to-
wards a Black Cultural Center made 
it feel like President Ransdell and 
the rest of the administration were 
being lax on initiatives for students 
of color. While this center should 
have happened sooner, it’s great 
that the university is providing this 
opportunity despite facing large 
budget cuts.
here at last
Black Cultural Center coming to campus
Valentine's: Getting glamorous before things get amorous
Ah, February. It’s the month of 
love — or at least the month of 
rose bouquets and discount cho-
colate. Whether Valentine's Day 
finds you single or in love, fee-
ling beautiful is a must. Dressing 
to the nines isn't just for couples 
when cupid comes calling. You 
can be dateless and dazzling!
Getting “Galentine’s” brunch on 
the 13th with your gal pals? Treat 
yourself! Gussy up to celebrate 
how smart, strong and stylish you 
and your lady gang are. Of course, 
you’ll also look amazing as you eat 
those waffles. Brandish blouses of 
pinks and purples, and break out 
a pair of cheeky red shoes if you're 
feeling sassy.
Want to wow at a Valentine’s par-
ty? Don your spiciest ensemble. 
Who knows who you might meet? 
Mix a flirty skater skirt with a turt-
leneck, tights and ankle boots. 
This may not sound spicy, but mo-
dest is hottest in my opinion, and 
it's probably going to be cold.
Is Netflix your date? You’re my 
kind of person! You get to wear 
my favorite outfit: pajamas. May 
I suggest something warm and 
cozy that goes well with red wine 
and dark chocolate? Whether 
you’re swooning over Mr. Darcy 
of “Pride and Prejudice” with your 
girlfriends or swooning solo, slip 
into something comfortable with 
a touch of pink.
Perhaps you plan to spend this 
Valentine’s Day with someone you 
love — and I'm not referring to a 
fictional heartthrob. If you see 
your valentine every day, astoni-
sh them with something special. 
Spend a little extra time getting 
extra glamorous before things get 
amorous.
Gents, do your sweetheart a fa-
vor and dress up when you take 
your date out. Putting extra effort 
into your appearance shows you 
care about your partner.
Don't throw yourself out on Va-
lentine's Day because you don't 
know what to wear. Whether you 
are going for brunch or a night on 
the town, find an outfit that makes 
you feel like a million bucks. Love 
yourself and your outfit this Valen-
tine’s!
SKIPPING BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY'S
VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874 ||herald.opinion@wku.edu
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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In recent news, 
members of the 
Democratic Par-




ary Clinton isn't 
doing as well in 





ism in this country, and voters would 
choose Bernie Sanders simply be-
cause he's a man, which is misogynis-
tic rhetoric at play.
Challenging this view are those on 
social media who claim changes in 
voter response have nothing to do 
with gender and instead stem from 
simple disagreement with Clinton’s 
policies. 
It's true that gender bias holds 
steady for some groups. These in-
clude “Bernie Bros,” a political activist 
group made up of sexist fedora wear-
ers who tear down Clinton and have 
created their own sexist vocabulary 
just to describe her.
However, that doesn't explain why, 
in USA Today's “Rock the Vote” poll, 
young women chose Sanders over 
Clinton by almost 40 percent. Many 
millennials seem to be turning to-
wards Sanders to seek refuge from the 
inconsistent and ineffective political 
history that has played out in our na-
tion repeatedly.
"I would love to see a woman in 
office, trust me, but I think Bernie 
has more motivation to help the 
younger population,” said Paducah 
junior Anna Schnuck. “It seems like 
Hillary flip-flops quite a bit. For in-
stance, Hillary openly opposed gay 
marriage until 2013, and that both-
ers me."
There's more to the democratic 
nomination than a candidate’s gen-
der identity, and obviously this iden-
tity shouldn't be the only factor voters 
consider when they decide whom to 
nominate.
Just as it's important not to vote 
for Clinton simply because she's 
a woman — as many "Bernie Bro" 
types have pointed out — it's also 
very important not to vote against 
her for the same reason. In fact, gen-









Let's be many communities under one 
community.”
Offi  ce of Institutional Diversity Director Andrea 
Garr-Barnes
Across
1 Short one at the bar?
4 Flabbergasts





16 Running bowline, 
e.g.
17 Prepare to take off
18 Mediterranean 
landmark
19 Dessert that just 
sounds wrong




25 Downed a link, say
26 Traps for 
15-Across
28 Caught porgy and 
bass
30 Ice __
31 Feuding house of 
Verona







49 Link for Ludwig
50 Believes
54 Actress Graff
55 Ode to a 
Nightingale?
58 Shock source














4 “Hard __!”: 
captain’s command







11 What you will






29 Bygone muscle car
32 Small juice 
sources?
33 Ace
34 Org. with subs
36 Prefix for a 
lifesaving “Pen”
37 Mosquito Coast 
country








44 Remove, as 
bindings
45 Expands, as a deck




51 Outlet for one’s 
thoughts
52 Densely populated 
area, briefly
53 Spirit
56 Emperor famous 
for playing an 
instrument that hadn’t 
been invented yet
57 Wind in the reeds
61 Ranch closing?
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records! 
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great 







New Construction 4 bedroom, 4 bath apartment. $375 
per bedroom plus utl. Great for roommates. 1224 Indianola 
Avenue (right off Broadway). Crye-Leike Property 
Management 270-781-7888 Call for your showing today. 
LIFEWKUHERALD.COM
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» Student business: Read about the students who are 
behind Bluegrass Lore in our Thursday edition. 
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Chinese, French, Spanish 
and Latin. These were the 
four language choices Lex-
ington junior Sydney Meaux 
had to choose between 
when she was required to 
learn a language in middle 
school.
Meaux said she found Lat-
in boring, her mother was 
against her taking Chinese 
and seeing as she couldn’t 
roll her R’s, French was what 
she “stumbled into.” 
She said as she contin-
ued to learn the French 
language she was also able 
to learn the culture as well, 
and the cultural aspect was 
her favorite part as it allows 
her the opportunity to move 
past smaller details that you 
may encounter in French 
grammatical structure. 
“If you’re just talking about 
culture it’s kind of some-
thing you can also relate 
your own experiences to if 
you’re talking cross-cultur-
ally,” she said.
More recently, Gov. Matt 
Bevin stumbled into the 
world of French language 
and culture himself, albeit 
in a different way.
Bevin delivered his first 
budget proposal on Jan. 
26 in which he called for a 
9 percent reduction from 
postsecondary education 
allocations over the next 
two years. 
Furthermore, of that 9 per-
cent cut, 4.5 percent will be 
implemented by executive 
order meaning WKU has 
until June 30 to cut what 
amounts to $3.4 million 
from the university’s operat-
ing budget. 
During his speech, he 
highlighted the vision he 
has for higher education 
funding in the state. His 
proposal is to switch to an 
outcomes-based funding 
model, which would reward 
funds from a collective pool 
of money based on perfor-
mance criteria such as re-
tention.
“There will be more incen-
tives to electrical engineers 
than french literature ma-
Sydney Meaux of Lexington is a junior in the French program at WKU. "I don't think Americans in general realize how 
crucial language is just because we're lucky enough to have a language that's widely spoken. It adds to the narcissism 
that other people see in us," Meaux said.  JUSTIN GILLILAND/HERALD
Student refl ects on time spent studying language
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
It may seem unlikely that a craft 
brewery and an art studio would have 
much in common, but this Wednes-
day, Feb. 10, White Squirrel Brewery 
will be hosting its first Sip-N-Paint 
event with Ingen Art Gallery and Stu-
dio.
A Sip-N-Paint is a step-by-step art 
project class in which guests can cre-
ate unique works of art while enjoying 
their favorite beverages and snacks, 
according to Ingen Art’s website.
White Squirrel opened its doors in 
May 2015 and has had steady busi-
ness since, according to co-owner and 
WKU alumnus Sean Stevens.
When Stevens was approached with 
the idea of hosting a Sip-N-Paint, he 
saw it as an opportunity to widen the 
brewery’s range of clientele.
“I want to bring in people who may-
be didn’t know about [White Squir-
rel],” he said.
Stevens said the response the two 
businesses received after opening the 
class’s registration was so enthusiastic, 
White Squirrel decided to host several 
more nights throughout the month.
The class will be held at the brewery 
on Feb. 10. Attendees will learn how to 
paint an acrylic piece called “Simple 
Guitar.”
Ingen Art will provide all necessary 
materials for $25, which doesn’t in-
clude the food tab.
Courtney Davis, WKU alumna, said 
she and her boyfriend Chris Beckley 
started Ingen Art Gallery and Studio 
together in early 2013.
“I graduated from WKU in May of 
2012, and after several months of job 
searching, nothing came up,” Davis 
said.
Davis said she began painting again 
in her spare time and shared her work 
on social media.
“They were well received by friends 




SEE FRENCH PAGE A7
common ground
International Orientation Leaders build global relationships
Angeles 'center' and her friends Ayano Kimura 'right', Eunyoung Choi 'far right' and Ikumi 
Nakao 'left' spend time at Spencer's Coff ee, catching up and discussing homework. Srijita 
Chattopadhyay/HERALD
BY KJ HALL 
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
One student in particular has 
learned that in order to accom-
plish WKU’s initiative of achieving 
international reach we must not 
only seek to experience the world 
ourselves, but also reach within our 
own student body.
Somerset junior Marie Angeles 
had the opportunity to serve as one 
of WKU’s first International Orienta-
tion Leaders a few weeks ago. The 
goal of this program is for Ameri-
can students at WKU to welcome 
incoming international students 
and help them integrate with WKU 
and Bowling Green communities, as 
well as build relations between do-
mestic and international students.
The International Orientation 
Program began with a collaboration 
of ideas from Mary Lou Romero, the 
international student and scholar 
advisor, and Scarlette Briones,  WKU 
graduate student and intern in the 
International Enrollment Office. 
Briones was an International Ori-
entation Leader at the University of 
Evansville where she studied for her 
undergraduate degree and saw the 
need for a similar program here.
“We have orientations for fresh-
men and transfer students, so why 
not have one for international stu-
dents,” Briones said.
At the meeting, International Ori-
entation Leaders were responsible 
for helping facilitate activities and 
sessions, participate in ice-breakers, 
perform skits, complete a scavenger 
hunt, answer questions on a student 
panel and more.
They were also responsible for lead-
ing a group of international students 
from various countries. Angeles led a 
SEE GLOBAL PAGE A7
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and family,” Davis said.
This response inspired Davis and 
Beckley to start their own business 
centered around the arts, a passion 
they share.
Davis said her work with Ingen 
Art has been a learning experi-
ence.
“Now we have a great support system 
of artists and other local businesses 
who want to help each other and Bowl-
ing Green grow,” she said.
The focus is on arts education 
for all ages, Davis said. Through 
art enrichment, she hopes to grow 
the arts community within Bowling 
Green.
Davis said that Sip-N-Paint has been 
a blessing and has allowed the studio 
to have a steady customer base. She 
picked it up about three years ago 
when several customers requested art 
classes.
Stevens said the event will also 
be held on Feb. 17, 21 and 28. He 
added that seating is limited, so 
hopeful artists must register in 
advance.
“We’re a family business, so all ages 
are welcome,” Stevens said. Howev-
er, he added that underage painters 




The fact that a team ranked in the AP 
Top 25 for the first time in over 15 years 
fills less than 30 percent of its arena is 
simply mindboggling.
Those are just the attendance num-
bers from last season. At the start of 
the current season, there were even 
fewer fans in the stands due to low ex-
pectations after stars Alexis Govan and 
Chastity Gooch graduated.
The Lady Tops paid no mind, how-
ever, as they have been on an absolute 
tear this season with a 18-4 overall re-
cord. They also held a 14-game winning 
streak, which was tied for the third-lon-
gest active streak in the nation.
Despite lacking the fan support it 
deserves, the Lady Toppers’ program 
continues to play an exciting, defen-
sive brand of basketball.
Star guards Tashia Brown and Kendall 
Noble have been abusing opponents 
on both ends of the floor as the duo is 
averaging a combined 34.6 points per 
game and has gathered 84 total steals.
The scary part is that this program 
is only going to get better. Most team 
members are underclassmen who are 
quickly adapting to the college game.
Furthermore, if senior guard Micah 
Jones chooses to redshirt medically 
for next season, the Lady Tops will lose 
only one player to graduation.
Not only will they return almost all 
their production next year, but they 
will be adding talented guards Jaycee 
Coe and Kyvin Goodwin-Rogers from 
the University of Kentucky.
Whether or not fans get on board 
with these players, the Lady Toppers 
will continue to succeed. Under the 
direction of Clark-Heard, this program 
will continue to play a key role at the 
forefront of WKU athletics — whether 
anyone cares or not.
recorded 24 points, 13 rebounds and six 
assists in the contest. However, the guard 
did go 4-12 from the free-throw line.
“I thought [Edmond] played well,” 
Harper said. “We just got to work with 
him this week because he has got to hit 
some free throws. He was the guy they 
were trying to foul in the second half, 
and I think he was 4-12 from the line 
tonight.”
Senior forward Aleksej Rostov also 
enjoyed a great game as he notched 
season highs in four different statis-
tical categories. He scored 13 points 
while grabbing eight rebounds. He also 
added four assists in 29 minutes.
“He looked like his old self tonight,” 
Harper said. “He was active and aggres-
sive, and we went with him a lot. I thought 
he was our best post player tonight.”
The Toppers’ collapse was seen in 
front of a sell-out crowd in El Paso, Tex-
as, as the Miners honored the 50th an-
niversary of their 1966 National Cham-
pionship team, which was the first 
team to start five African-Americans in 
a college basketball game.
“I guess I got some energy from the 
environment we had with the big 
crowd,” Rostov said in a postgame in-
terview. “They just hit every shot that 
they needed to. They made big plays, 
and you got to give them credit.”
WKU’s unfortunate collapse followed 
a big win on the road over the Univer-
sity of Texas, San Antonio on Thursday 
night; the Toppers won 83-71.
Top performers included sophomore 
forward Justin Johnson, who scored 14 
points, and Edmond, who added 13 
points, six rebounds and four assists.
WKU will be back in action next Satur-
day, Feb. 13, against Marshall at 7 p.m. 
in Diddle Arena after a weeklong break.
“They [the Herd] have a lot of offen-
sive threats,” Rostov added. “All five 
guys can shoot the ball, which means 
that they are extremely difficult to 
guard, so it will be a challenge.”
“[Tashia] was just incredible,” Clark-
Heard said. “I was really proud of her 
because she’s stepping up and being 
in a role that she’s not used to. She has 
wanted to be in that position with her 
and Kendall doing whatever they need 
to do for this team.”
After leading by six at the half, WKU 
got off to a slow start in the third quar-
ter. In a game more physical than most, 
WKU ended up on the wrong side of a 
12-4 run as UTEP claimed its first lead 
of the game early in the period.
The physicality of the game was 
something the Lady Tops expected 
and fought through to give themselves 
a chance.
“It was definitely physical. They were 
trapping on ball screens and slapping 
everything, but we knew they were go-
ing to do that,” Noble said.
UTEP made more plays in crunch 
time, and WKU turned the ball over four 
times in the final 41 seconds of play.
“It’s pretty disappointing. We had the 
game right in our hands,” Noble said. 
“We had turnovers and gave up two 
threes at the end and let it get away.”
The score was tied only once but fea-
tured seven lead changes. Ima Akpan 
spurred a 7-0 run with about three 
minutes remaining to give the Lady 
Tops a one-point lead. Akpan scored 
seven points in 11 minutes.
“It was crucial for us. We need Ima to 
continue to keep stepping up,” Clark-
Heard said. “That was one of the rea-
sons why we signed Ima. She’s a junior 
and she’s a winner.”
The other double-digit scorers for 
WKU were Ivy Brown and Noble. Ivy 
Brown had 12 points and nine re-
bounds, and Noble threatened a triple-
double again, posting 12 points, eight 
assists and eight rebounds.
Not only did WKU drop its first home 
game of the season, but it squandered 
an early 13-point lead, which makes 
the loss even bitterer.
“One of my goals was to not lose here 
at home, so I’m devastated about that,” 
Clark-Heard said. “Now we just got to 
get back and get focused and get them 
in the gym and correct the things we 
need to so when we go on the road 
next week, we’ll be ready.”
Bragging rights might have been a 
secondary incentive in this one be-
cause both teams are jockeying for a 
good position in the conference stand-
ings. The Lady Tops don’t play UTEP 
again in the regular season, but there is 
a possibility these two teams will meet 
in the C-USA tournament.
“Yeah, I think we’ll be looking forward to 
that game for sure, but we have to worry 
about the other ones,” Noble said. “You 
can’t dwell on this; you have to come back 
ready to practice and get better.”
The next game on the slate for WKU 
is a road game at Marshall on Feb. 14. 








jors. There just will be,” Bevin said dur-
ing his proposal according to the As-
sociated Press. “All the people in the 
world that want to study French litera-
ture can do so, they are just not going 
to be subsidized by the taxpayer.” 
Bevin has received criticism for his 
comments, implying that those who 
major in French literature may be less 
worthy in the career field than those 
who graduate with degrees in engi-
neering or other science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) related 
fields. 
Meaux, who has a passion for bilin-
gualism and studied in France during 
the 2015 spring semester, said she be-
lieves her time spent learning about 
the French language contributed to 
her being able to build bridges be-
tween herself and those of other cul-
tures both home and abroad. 
Recently she was teaching a class at 
the Honors College and International 
Center when she became aware of the 
lack of English speaking amongst those 
in her classroom. To help bridge this 
gap and overcome her student’s hesi-
tancy to speak a different language, 
she had them teach her a phrase in 
their language in hopes they would re-
ciprocate the gesture. 
“I had them teach me a phrase, so I 
bumbled over it,” she said. “I sounded 
like an idiot, in the hopes that they would 
exchange back with me and it worked to 
an extent. It shows that you care.” 
While Meaux was studying abroad 
in France, she was in a language 
school with other students from dif-
ferent countries, including Australia, 
Japan and Syria. She recalled that for 
the first time the common language 
all the students had was also a foreign 
language.
“All these people don’t necessarily 
speak English, so it was funny for the 
first time ever our common language 
was a foreign language, and if we 
hadn’t learned that we wouldn’t have 
been able to communicate,” she said. 
Meaux said she was aware of the fu-
ture funding cuts to higher education, 
however, she said that while Bevin is 
currently approaching the situation of 
restructuring funding in one certain 
way that it may not turn out how he 
expects later on down the line. 
She also said she understood where 
Bevin was coming from to a certain 
extent. While she said she believes it’s 
in the state government’s best interest 
to invest in what may make citizens 
stronger and more capable the govern-
ment should not forget that it’s for the 
people.
“If the people want to study French 
literature then they should be encour-
aged to study French literature,” she 
said. 
This was a similar sentiment echoed 
by Democratic House Speaker Greg 
Stumbo who said it was not within the 
government’s rights to tell people what 
they should, or should not, study.
“The whole goal of public higher 
education is so that people can decide 
what they want to be and how they 
want to educate themselves for their 
professional lives or their lives for their 
jobs,” Stumbo said, as reported by the 
Associated Press. 
While Meaux acknowledged that 
Bevin’s budget proposal has yet to 
be finalized she looked to her future 
career which she knows will include 
French in someway.
She said she would like to be a teach-
er, but doesn’t foresee herself putting 
in as much time as teachers typically 
do. With her psychology double major 
she also considered going abroad with 
Doctors Without Borders, or working 
overseas in a Francophone country. 
“I do want to have French as part of 




group of two students from Korea and 
three from Japan.
“I became very close to the group I 
led,” Angeles said.
Since the orientation, Angeles has 
continued to build relationships with 
the international students she met. 
Activities that the students have done 
include taking  them to get new sim 
cards at AT&T, shopping at Wal-Mart, 
doing homework at Spencer’s Coffee 
and taking trips to Nashville. Angeles 
said she wants to make sure her inter-
national friends have the opportunity 
to make the most of their time here at 
WKU.
Angeles has also been able to expe-
rience their home cultures right here 
in Bowling Green by having dinner 
parties where they cooked authentic 
Korean and Japanese cuisine togeth-
er.
The language barriers and cultural 
differences can make transitioning to 
life in the U.S. difficult, Angeles said. 
Angeles has been able to help the in-
ternational students with their Eng-
lish, and in turn, they are teaching her 
some Korean and Japanese.
“I think hanging out or getting to 
know American students is more help-
ful to enhance speaking skills rather 
than just taking classes,” Eunyoung 
“Hayley” Choi, a student from South 
Korea studying English language and 
literature said. “She [Marie] has helped 
me a lot. I really thank her,” Choi said.
Angeles had the opportunity to study 
at the ESB Business School in Re-
utlingen, Germany, last spring. There, 
Angeles had a “buddy” to show her 
around and answer any questions, and 
was able to participate in events for 
international students throughout the 
semester.
“This is one of the reasons why I’m 
getting so involved with international 
students,” Angeles said. “I want to 
make them feel as welcomed here as 
I did when I was studying abroad in 
Germany. Nothing is more assuring 
than having someone to help you.”
From her own study abroad experi-
ence, Angeles has realized the vitality 
of meeting locals from the country and 
university you are studying. Angeles 
wants to be that friend and mentor for 
students coming to WKU. Angeles said 
there is nothing like connecting with 
someone over universal interests and 
traveling abroad.
“It’s a beautiful thing when you get
people from two different backgrounds 
and you find there are similarities,” 
Briones said. “You learn so much and a 
lot of compassion can come from that 




I do want to have French as part of my 
life in some shape or form.”
Junior Sydney Meaux
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Hilltoppers fall in conference standings after defeat
Lady Tops spilt conference games over weekend
BY JOHN REECER  
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
For the first 31 minutes in 
Saturday night’s matchup be-
tween WKU (12-12) and the 
University of Texas, El Paso 
(13-11), the Hilltoppers con-
trolled the game. However, the 
Miners walked away with a 93-
89 victory in overtime as WKU 
saw its conference record fall 
to 4-7 on the season.
The Toppers’ lead over UTEP 
grew to 19 points as they led 
70-51 with less than nine min-
utes left in the contest. The 
Miners then finished regula-
tion on a 26-7 scoring run, 
forcing overtime. They out-
scored WKU 16-12 in the extra 
period.
“We had every opportunity to 
win, and we just find ways to not 
finish,” Head Coach Ray Harper 
said in a postgame radio inter-
view. “We kept a good gap for 
31 minutes, and then in the last 
eight minutes or so, our defense 
got too extended. We have been 
right there, but being right there 
doesn’t do you any good.”
Critical turnovers and too 
many missed free throws were 
the downfall for the Toppers 
as UTEP scored 24 points off 
20 WKU turnovers. WKU also 
managed to shoot 59.7 per-
cent from the free-throw line 
as they missed 15 shots from 
the charity stripe.
“In that second half, made 
free throws would’ve helped,” 
Harper said. “We had 20 turn-
overs, and I know it wasn’t 
anything that the defense did 
to cause the turnovers. It has 
everything to do with us. We 
just made some really bad de-
cisions, and we have to be bet-
ter. We have to find a way over 
the next four weeks to finish 
some of these [games] off.”
Despite the loss, junior guard 
Fredrick Edmond played what 
might have been his best over-
all game of the season as he 
Junior guard Fredrick Edmond (25) shoots for two during the 
Hilltoppers' 66-64 loss to Middle Tennessee on Saturday, Jan. 30 at 
Diddle Arena.  SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
MEN'S BASKETBALL
WOMEN'S BASKETBALLREECER'S PIECE
BY JOHN REECER 
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
Here is a question 
for you: Out of all the 
athletic programs here 
at WKU, which one is 
currently the most un-
derrated?
You might be able to 
make a solid case for 
a few sports, but one 
program stands out 
from the rest as its recent ascension 
has been greatly underappreciated.
Under Head Coach Michelle Clark-
Heard, the revival of the women’s bas-
ketball program over the past four sea-
sons is simply unprecedented.
Since Clark-Heard’s arrival before 
the 2012-2013 season, the Lady Tops 
have amassed a 95-29 overall record 
and a 46-10 home record at Diddle 
Arena.
In the past two seasons, the Lady 
Tops have also enjoyed two different 
conference championships in the Sun 
Belt and in Conference USA.
In early January 2015, the women’s 
program placed in the Associated 
Press Top 25 rankings for the first time 
since the 1997-98 season.
As if these feats were not impressive 
enough, in the two seasons before 
Clark-Heard’s arrival, the Lady Tops’ 
record was an abysmal 27-38 overall.
With such a drastic and impressive 
turnaround, why has the program not 
seen more fame?
One reason is that the overall amount 
of student support towards the pro-
gram doesn’t match that of the other 
high-performing sports on campus.
In the 2014-2015 season, the Lady 
Toppers only averaged 1,932 fans for 
its 15 home games. If you think that’s 
disappointing, consider that the ca-
pacity of Diddle Arena currently 
stands at 7,326.





Sophomore forward Tashia Brown (10) goes for a jump shot over University of Texas, El Paso guard Cameasha Turner (2) dur-





Behind 17 points from sophomore 
guard Tashia Brown, WKU held on to 
beat a hot-shooting University of Tex-
as, San Antonio team by a final score 
of 72-65 on Thursday night.
After leading by 15 at one point, 
UTSA got to within 3 points of the 
Lady Tops’ lead with under a minute 
to go. The WKU defense struggled to 
guard the perimeter all night as the 
Roadrunners shot 53 percent (10-19) 
from beyond the arc. UTSA guard Ka-
sia Kiejdrowska was tough to defend 
as she poured in 23 points.
With 18 seconds remaining and one 
second on the shot clock, redshirt 
junior guard Kendall Noble banged 
home a clutch 3-pointer to seal the 
victory for WKU. She came just four 
assists shy of a second career triple-
double registering 14 points, 11 re-
bounds and six assists on the night.
“Big-time players make big-time 
plays, and that’s what I think Kendall 
is,” Head Coach Michelle Clark-Heard 
said.
The win against UTSA set up a big 
showdown with the University of Tex-
as, El Paso on Saturday.
Much was on the line as the top two 
squads in the conference, WKU and 
UTEP, vied to take sole possession of 
first place.
In a physical battle between two Con-
ference USA powerhouses, WKU fell to
the Miners by a final score of 85-78.
“We knew it was going to be a ball-
game,” Clark-Heard said. “They’re a
very good basketball team. We’re going
to continue to keep working, and this
is a process and I understand that.”
Tashia Brown did everything she 
could and then some to put her team in
a position to win. At halftime, the soph-
omore had 21 points and was shooting
70 percent from the field. Brown fin-
ished the game with 29 points on 64.7
percent shooting for the game.
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